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SUBJECT: LOS CONFERENCE - CANADIAN STATEMENT ON U.S. 

SEABED MINING LEGISLATION 

1 . THE FOLLOWING IS THE STATEMENT MADE BY AMBASSADOR ALAN 
BEESLEY (CANADA) IN THE GENERAL COMMITTEE ON AUGUST 28. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

THANK YOU MR. CHAIRMAN. I HAD NOT INTENDED TO INTER- 
VENE ON THIS QUESTION AND INDEED WOULD HAVE PREFERRED. AS 
YOU HAVE SUGGESTED, THAT IF IT WERE RAISED IT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN DONE IN PLENARY, BUT I DO FEEL CONSTRAINED TO MAKE 
SOME OBSERVATIONS NOW IN LIGHT OF THE STATEMENTS JUST 
MADE. 

A REFERENCE WAS MADE TO THOSE COUNTRIES WHOSE COM- 
PANIES OR NATIONALS ARE ENGAGED IN DEEP SEABED ACTIVITIES. 

I BELIEVE THE REFERENCE WAS INADVERTENT IN THAT IT APPEAR- 
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ED TO BE A STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF ALL SUCH COUNTRIES. I 
WISH TO MAKE QUITE CLEAR, HOWEVER, THAT THE STATEMENT WAS 
NOT MADE ON BEHALF OF CANADA AND SHOULD NOT BE SO INTER- 
PRETED. 

MY GOVERNMENT AND MY DELEGATION DRAW A SHARP DISTINC- 
TION BETWEEN THE RIGHT TO DEVELOP OCEAN TECHNOLOGY - AND 
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THOSE DEEP SEABED ACTIVITIES DIRECTED TO THAT END, IN THE 
ABSENCE OF A TREATY - AND THE ACTUAL EXPLOITATION OF THE 
SEABED IN THE ABSENCE OF A TREATY. MY GOVERNMENT SUPPORTS 
THE FIRST BUT DOES NOT SUPPORT UNILATERAL ACTION INTENDED 
TO TAKE EFFECT IN ADVANCE OF A TREATY. 

I SYMPATHIZE WITH THOSE GOVERNMENTS AND THOSE NATIONAL 
LEGISLATURES WHO ARE BECOMING IMPATIENT WITH THE PACE OF 
OUR NEGOTIATIONS. I WOULD URGE THOSE GOVERNMENTS, HOWEVER, 
AND INDEED, THROUGH THEM, THE LEGISLATURES IN QUESTION, TO 
EXERT A LITTLE MORE PATIENCE IN LIGHT OF THE VERY SIGNAL 
PROGRESS WE HAVE BEEN MAKING, PARTICULARLY AT THE LAST 
SESSION GENEVA, WHICH IS UNIVERSALLY REGARDED AS THE MOST 
PRODUCTIVE SESSION TO DATE. I SAY THIS IN LIGHT OF YEARS 
OF EXPERIENCE IN THIS FIELD-SHARED WITH MANY OF THOSE HERE 
TODAY- WHICH HAVE DEMONSTRATED REPEATEDLY THE INACCURACY 
AND THE INVALIDITY OF THE MANY STATEMENTS WHICH ARE MADE 
OUTSIDE THE CONFERENCE ABOUT THE URGENCY OF UNILATERAL 
ACTION BECAUSE OF THE NEED TO BEGIN NEXT YEAR - IT'S ALWAYS 
NEXT YEAR AND HAS BEEN FOR THE LAST TEN YEARS - THE NEED 
TO BEGIN NEXT YEAR THE ACTUAL MINING PROCESS. WE HAVE 
ALWAYS SAID THAT WE EXPECTED THAT SUCH ACTIVITIES WOULD 
BEGIN SOMETIME IN THE MID-1980'S AND I BELIEVE THAT IS 
GENERALLY ACCEPTED NOW. BUT EVEN IN SUCH EVENT WE DO NOT 
SEE THE URGENCY OF SUCH LEGISLATION. I MEAN THIS AS NO 
CRITICISM OF ANY LEGISLATURE OR OF ANY GOVERNMENT. I WISH 
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MERELY TO MAKE QUITE CLEAR THAT ANYONE SPEAKING ON BEHALF 
OF THOSE COUNTRIES WHOSE NATIONALS OR COMPANIES MAY BE 
INVOLVED IN ACTIVITIES ON THE DEEP OCEAN SEABED IS NOT 
SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF MY GOVERNMENT, AND I AM QUITE SURE 
THAT ANY SUCH INTERPRETATION WAS WHOLLY UNINTENDED AND 
WHOLLY INADVERTENT. 

I WOULD ONLY LIKE TO DRAW ATTENTION TO ONE OTHER FACT. 

THE ONE CONSORTIUM THAT HAS PROVEN OUT ITS TECHNOLOGY, 
WHICH HAPPENS TO BE LED BY A CANADIAN COMPANY, ANNOUNCED 
ITS SUCCESSFUL TECHNOLOGY TESTS DURING THE LAST SESSION, 

BUT IT ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT IT WAS SETTING ASIDE FURTHER 
DEVELOPMENT FOR THE TIME BEING. THAT TO MY MIND WAS THE 
APPROPRIATE COURSE AND I THINK THAT SHOULD BE BORNE IN 
MIND WHEN WE HEAR, NOT FROM ANYONE PRESENT IN THIS ROOM, 

NOT FROM ANY ADMINISTRATION, NOT FROM ANY GOVERNMENT, BUT 
FROM OTHERS WHO HAVE THEIR OWN PARTICULAR AXES TO GRIND, 
THAT THERE IS A TREMENDOUS URGENCY ABOUT GETTING ON WITH 
UNILATERAL LEGISLATION IN MANY COUNTRIES. 

I BELIEVE THAT WHAT HAS JUST BEEN SAID BY OTHER 
SPEAKERS IS SUFFICIENT INDICATION OF THE POSSIBLE ADVERSE 
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EFFECTS UPON THIS CONFERENCE OF SUCH UNILATERAL LEGISLA- 
TION. WHETHER WE AGREE WITH THESE STATEMENTS OR WHETHER 
WE DON'T, I SUBMIT THAT THEY HAVE TO BE TAKEN VERY, VERY 
SERIOUSLY. WE ARE NOT MERELY TALKING ABOUT THE EFFECT 
OF SUCH LEGISLATION UPON THOSE NEGOTIATIONS DEALING WITH 
SEABED MINING. IT IS QUITE CLEAR THAT WE HAVE BEEN PRO- 
CEEDING FROM THE OUTSET ON THE BASIS OF AN INTER-RELATED 
SET OF PRINCIPLES, AN INTER-RELATED SET OF PROBLEMS, AN 
INTER-RELATED SET OF SOLUTIONS. WE HAVE MADE MAGNIFICENT 
PROGRESS - IN SPITE OF ALL THE DETRACTORS. WE HAVE SOLVED 
SO MANY ISSUES THAT SEEMED COMPLETELY IMPOSSIBLE - QUITE 
BEYOND SOLUTION - JUST A FEW YEARS AGO, AND I WOULD URGE 
NEWCOMERS TO THE CONFERENCE TO GO BACK OVER SOME OF THE 
SUMMARY RECORDS AND SOME OF THEIR OWN DELEGATION REPORTS 
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TO SEE JUST HOW MUCH HAS BEEN ACHIEVED, AND AT SUCH COST - 
TIME, MONEY, AND THE COST ON PEOPLE. PEOPLE HAVE COME 
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HERE AND TO GENEVA AGAIN, AND AGAIN, AND AGAIN IN AN HONEST 
EFFORT TO SOLVE THESE PROBLEMS. I FEEL ALSO THAT NO ONE 
IN THIS ROOM SHOULD BE SUBJECTED TO ANY CRITICISM FOR THE 
KINDS OF PRESSURES THAT HAVE BEEN CREATED TO PASS THIS 
KIND OF UNILATERAL LEGISLATION. I FEEL WE ARE ALL EMBARK- 
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ED TOGETHER IN WHAT IS A VERY WORTHWHILE COLLECTIVE EFFORT. 

HAVING SAID THAT, I WANT ONLY TO REITERATE THAT I 
UNDERSTAND THE IMPATIENCE ON THE PART OF THOSE WHO SUPPORT 
UNILATERAL LEGISLATION. I DON'T SHARE IT, AND I HOPE THAT 
SOME FURTHER PATIENCE CAN BE EXERCISED. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH MR. CHAIRMAN. 

END TEXT. LEONARD 
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